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CHAPTERS OF HISTORY

How to use this guide
Chronology helps explain the history; the itinerary follows geography. Read the chapters, then choose your
days. Each profile explains what to observe, with access restrictions and sources. Links need an internet
connection; all guide text works offline.

Timeline 02 / Itinerary 03-05 / Places 06-15 / Planning 15 / Sources 16-18

Before 1500 > today Indigenous peoples
A continuing presence beyond collections and colonial narratives.
Museu Nacional dos Povos Indígenas / p. 13

1500-1808 Colony & port
Land, exploitation and a city becoming a center of power.
Paço Imperial / p. 08

1500-1888 Slavery & resistance
Valongo, Pretos Novos and Black agency in shaping Brazil.
Cais do Valongo / p. 09

1808-1889 Court & Empire
The royal court, independence and the monarchy’s contradictions.
Ilha Fiscal / p. 08

1889-1960 Republic & power
Symbols of the state and the limits of citizenship.
Museu da República / Palácio do Catete / p. 07

1964-1988 Dictatorship & democracy
Repression, resistance and the struggle for rights.
Arquivo Nacional / p. 12

Through today Cultures in motion
Samba, popular art and struggles over memory and the city.
Museu do Pontal / p. 13

This timeline is an editorial interpretation, rather than a neutral division of history. Indigenous peoples and Afro-Brazilian cultures are
present in every period.
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DAY 01 / Suggested times

Republic & citizenship
Wednesday · 11am-5pm · about 6 hours

Start with an 11am booking at the National Library. Visit CCJF, have lunch, then take the metro to Catete.
Continue the 1964-1988 chapter digitally.

Times below are suggestions; bookings must match your ticket.

11:00 Biblioteca Nacional
Books, power and memory / 60 min / p. 06

Avenida Rio Branco, 219, Centro

12:15 Centro Cultural Justiça Federal
The Republic, justice and rights / 60 min / p. 06

Avenida Rio Branco, 241, Centro

15:00 Museu da República / Palácio do Catete
Inside the Republic / 75 min / p. 07

Rua do Catete, 153

Getting around

Library > CCJF: about 5 min on foot. Cinelândia > Catete: metro and walking, allow 25-35 min. Allow about 1h for
lunch.

Estimated admission

General admission is free at all three; specific activities may have separate conditions.

1964-1988 · Dictatorship, resistance and democracy
Brazil was under military dictatorship from 1964 to 1985. The 1988 Constitution expanded rights during redemocratization.
Explore the National Archives’ Memórias Reveladas: digital collections, rather than a guaranteed physical exhibition.
Sources: 33, 35. p. 16-18.

THE DAY AT A GLANCE / NOT TO SCALE

1

Biblioteca Nacional

2

CCJF

3

Catete

View the route in Google Maps (internet required)

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=Biblioteca+Nacional+Avenida+Rio+Branco%2C+219%2C+Centro+Rio+de+Janeiro&destination=Museu+da+Rep%C3%BAblica+%2F+Pal%C3%A1cio+do+Catete+Rua+do+Catete%2C+153+Rio+de+Janeiro&travelmode=transit
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DAY 02 / Suggested times

Court, Empire & books
Thursday · 10am-5pm · about 7 hours

Visit the Real Gabinete in the morning, then walk to Paço Imperial. Have an early lunch before Paço. For
the suggested 2:15pm Ilha Fiscal departure, check in at Espaço Cultural da Marinha before 1:45pm.

Times below are suggestions; bookings must match your ticket.

10:00 Real Gabinete Português de Leitura
Migration and the written word / 40 min / p. 07

Rua Luís de Camões, 30

12:00 Paço Imperial
From royal court to abolition / 60 min / p. 08

Praça XV de Novembro, 48

14:15 Ilha Fiscal
The monarchy ends / 150 min / p. 08

Embarque: Espaço Cultural da Marinha, Orla Conde, Praça XV

Getting around

Real Gabinete > Paço: allow 25-35 min on foot. Paço > check-in: about 10-15 min. Access to the island is only by
Navy transport; allow 2½h for the outing.

Estimated admission

Paço and Real Gabinete are free. Ilha Fiscal: R$60 full / R$30 reduced, subject to official eligibility. Meals and
transport are extra.

ONLY ONE DAY?

Visit Valongo and Pretos Novos (book ahead) in the morning, then Paço Imperial in the afternoon. Connect the
violence of slavery, resistance and imperial power. Allow for lunch and travel; save Ilha Fiscal for another day.

THE DAY AT A GLANCE / NOT TO SCALE

1

Real Gabinete

2

Paço Imperial

3

Ilha Fiscal

View the route in Google Maps (internet required)

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=Real+Gabinete+Portugu%C3%AAs+de+Leitura+Rua+Lu%C3%ADs+de+Cam%C3%B5es%2C+30+Rio+de+Janeiro&destination=Espa%C3%A7o+Cultural+da+Marinha+Rio+de+Janeiro&travelmode=walking&waypoints=Pa%C3%A7o+Imperial+Pra%C3%A7a+XV+de+Novembro%2C+48+Rio+de+Janeiro
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DAY 03 / Suggested times

Little Africa, living memory
Friday · 10am-5pm · about 7 hours

Book Pretos Novos before planning the day and confirm MUHCAB. Have lunch in the area and finish at
MAR. If a venue is unavailable, spend more time at the historical sites and with local interpretation.

Times below are suggestions; bookings must match your ticket.

10:00 Cais do Valongo
The city and enslavement / 30 min / p. 09

10:45 Instituto de Pesquisa e Memória Pretos Novos
Lives, mourning and remembrance / 45 min / p. 09

11:45 MUHCAB - Museu da História e da Cultura Afro-Brasileira
Black agency and cultural life / 60 min / p. 10

14:00 Pedra do Sal
Black networks and samba / 30 min / p. 10

14:45 Museu de Arte do Rio (MAR)
Art and a changing city / 90 min / p. 11

Getting around

Approximately 2-3 km on foot, with breaks. Allow 10-20 min per leg and 1h for lunch. Visiting Pedra do Sal does
not guarantee a samba performance.

Estimated admission

Valongo and Pedra do Sal are outdoor sites; MUHCAB is listed as free. MAR: R$20/R$10. Confirm IPN’s visit type
and price when booking.

THE DAY AT A GLANCE / NOT TO SCALE

1

Valongo

2

Pretos Novos

3

MUHCAB

4

Pedra do Sal

5

MAR

View the route in Google Maps (internet required)

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&origin=Cais+do+Valongo+Pra%C3%A7a+Jornal+do+Com%C3%A9rcio%2C+Avenida+Bar%C3%A3o+de+Tef%C3%A9+Rio+de+Janeiro&destination=Museu+de+Arte+do+Rio+%28MAR%29+Pra%C3%A7a+Mau%C3%A1%2C+5+Rio+de+Janeiro&travelmode=walking&waypoints=Instituto+de+Pesquisa+e+Mem%C3%B3ria+Pretos+Novos+Rua+Pedro+Ernesto%2C+32+Rio+de+Janeiro%7CMUHCAB+%E2%80%94+Museu+da+Hist%C3%B3ria+e+da+Cultura+Afro-Brasileira+Rua+Pedro+Ernesto%2C+80+Rio+de+Janeiro%7CPedra+do+Sal+Fim+da+Rua+Argemiro+Bulc%C3%A3o%2C+perto+do+Largo+da+Prainha+Rio+de+Janeiro
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PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Biblioteca Nacional
Cinelândia / 1808-1910

Avenida Rio Branco, 219, Centro

DAY 1 / 60 min estimated visit

Books, power and memory
The institution grew from Portugal’s Royal Library and
the transfer of the court to Rio in 1808. Its official
foundation dates to 1810; the present building opened
in 1910, under the Republic. That century between
institution and building traces the transformation of a
royal collection into national documentary heritage,
preserved for public consultation, historical inquiry and
research.

What to look for

- Monumental staircase and decorative details
- Stained glass skylights along the authorized route
- Documents in temporary exhibitions, when available

How to visit

Free guided visit with advance booking and
confirmation. The official service lists weekdays at
11am, noon, 2pm, 3pm and 4pm. Ask about your
preferred language when booking.

Access and practical advice

Approach from Cinelândia; ask about the accessible
route and identification requirements when booking.

Please note

Rare books belong to the collection; display is not
guaranteed. Research rooms have separate access
rules.

Who decides which stories deserve to be preserved?

Sources: [1] [2] [3] / p. 16-18

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Centro Cultural Justiça Federal
Cinelândia / 1909-1960

Avenida Rio Branco, 241, Centro

DAY 1 / 60 min estimated visit

The Republic, justice and rights
Brazil’s Supreme Federal Court was based here from
1909 to 1960. The educational tour connects the
building with debates on freedom of the press, habeas
corpus and citizenship, inviting visitors to consider how
rights are established and defended.

What to look for

- The former courtroom and historic furniture, subject to
access on the day
- The Republic’s coat of arms, paintings and stained
glass depicting justice
- The staircase and Themis stained-glass window

How to visit

Free. Tuesday-Sunday, 11am-7pm; no booking for
general admission. Book a guided visit through the
Educativo page: its ticket link serves up to 10 visitors;
larger groups should use email.

Access and practical advice

The institution lists a ramp and lifts; confirm the
accessible route. Events may restrict access to the
former courtroom.

Please note

The Supreme Court moved to Brasília in 1960. This
stop explores republican institutions; it is not a museum
dedicated to the military dictatorship. The library is
scheduled to remain closed for an inventory until 16
November 2026; check current notices.

Whose rights were recognised under the Republic, and
who had to fight to secure them?

Sources: [25] [26] [27] / p. 16-18

https://www.gov.br/pt-br/servicos/agendamento-de-visitas-orientadas-padronizadas-ou-tecnicas-conforme-especificidades-do-solicitante-e-condicoes-de-atendimento
https://www.gov.br/bn/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao-2/acoes-e-programas/atividades-da-bn/visita-orientada
https://www.gov.br/bn/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao-2/auditorias/demais-documentos/CCDeTTDD_versao_FINAL_FBNv2Copia.pdf
https://ccjf.trf2.jus.br/visitas/educativo
https://ccjf.trf2.jus.br/visitas/faqs
https://ccjf.trf2.jus.br/
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PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER

PARTIAL ACCESS

Museu da República / Palácio do
Catete
Catete / 1889-1960

Rua do Catete, 153

DAY 1 / 75 min estimated visit

Inside the Republic
Catete Palace housed the Presidency from 1897 to
1960. Getúlio Vargas governed here during the Estado
Novo dictatorship, from 1937 to 1945, and returned as
an elected president in 1951. His death in the palace in
1954 marked a republican crisis. When the capital
moved to Brasília, the building became a museum
where power, political conflict and remembrance meet.

What to look for

- Ministerial Hall on the ground floor
- Entrance hall and main staircase
- Vargas items announced on the ground floor: death
mask and pajamas

How to visit

Free. Palace: Wednesday-Sunday, 11am-5pm; last
admission 4:30pm. Gardens: daily, 8am-6pm. Ground
floor access only, according to the notice updated in
July 2026.

Access and practical advice

Take the metro to Catete and walk a short distance. Ask
about accessibility and open areas before visiting.

Please note

Getúlio’s bedroom is closed. The display of his
belongings downstairs may change.

How does a presidential palace become public
memory?

Sources: [4] [5] [6] / p. 16-18

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Real Gabinete Português de
Leitura
Centro / 19th century

Rua Luís de Camões, 30

DAY 2 / 40 min estimated visit

Migration and the written word
Founded by Portuguese residents in 1837, the
Gabinete established a reading institution in
independent Brazil. Its present Neo Manueline building
opened in 1887, and the library became public in 1900.
The reading room, shelves and façade show how the
Portuguese community maintained cultural references
and asserted its presence in the city, bringing
migration, language and social prestige into view.

What to look for

- Façade and reading room
- Bookshelves and skylight
- Architectural details along the permitted route

How to visit

General admission is free, Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm,
excluding holidays. Guided tours are suspended under
institutional notices issued in 2026. Check
announcements before visiting.

Access and practical advice

Visit this area in daylight and allow transfer time to
Praça XV. Ask about step free access.

Please note

Rare editions are held in the collection, but their daily
display is not guaranteed.

How do migrants build belonging through books?

Sources: [7] [8] [9] / p. 16-18

https://museudarepublica.museus.gov.br/novo-site-do-museu-da-republica/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/museudarepublica
https://museudarepublica.museus.gov.br/exposicoes/dedicatorias/paginas/expoPalacio.htm
https://www.realgabinete.com.br/Visite-o-RGPL
https://www.realgabinete.com.br/Agenda/visita-guiada
https://www.realgabinete.com.br/Visite-o-RGPL/Roteiro-de-Visita
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PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Paço Imperial
Praça XV / 1743-1889

Praça XV de Novembro, 48

DAY 2 / 60 min estimated visit

From royal court to abolition
When the Portuguese court arrived in 1808, the
colonial government building became the Royal
Palace. In 1822, the Dia do Fico marked Pedro’s
decision to remain in Brazil; in 1888, the law abolishing
slavery was signed here. These royal acts belong to
this building’s history, while independence and
abolition also emerged from social struggles extending
far beyond the palace.

What to look for

- Façade facing Praça XV
- Historic courtyards
- Art exhibitions according to the current program

How to visit

Free admission. Building daily, 11am-6pm; exhibitions
Tuesday-Sunday and holidays, noon-6pm. Allow about
one hour.

Access and practical advice

Walk from the Carioca area. Ask about the accessible
route and leave time to explore the square.

Please note

It is now a cultural center; furnished imperial interiors
are not guaranteed.

Who remained unfree after independence?

Sources: [10] [11] / p. 16-18

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Ilha Fiscal
Baía de Guanabara / Praça XV / 1889

Embarque: Espaço Cultural da Marinha, Orla Conde, Praça
XV

DAY 2 / 150 min estimated visit

The monarchy ends
The setting invites reflection on the gap between public
ceremony and political change. The 1889 ball
introduces the end of the Empire. Then broaden the
conversation to the interests and conflicts behind a
change of government, avoiding the idea that a party
explains the collapse of an entire regime.

What to look for

- Tower and historic exhibition rooms
- Dom João VI’s royal barge, announced as a new
attraction

How to visit

R$60 full/R$30 reduced. Regular departures: 12:45pm,
2:15pm and 3:30pm; check in 30 minutes beforehand.
Book and confirm dates. Navy transport is mandatory.

Access and practical advice

Steps; no lift. Confirm accessible transport.

Please note

Check cancellations and unavailable dates on the
official page.

Does a ceremony reveal or conceal the tensions of its
time?

Sources: [12] / p. 16-18

https://www.gov.br/iphan/pt-br/unidades-especiais/centro-cultural-paco-imperial
https://amigosdopacoimperial.org.br/visite-o-paco-imperial/
https://www.marinha.mil.br/dphdm/ilha-fiscal


RIO EM CAMADAS ENGLISH

PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER 09 / 18

PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Cais do Valongo
Saúde / Pequena África / 1811-1843

Praça Jornal do Comércio, Avenida Barão de Tefé

DAY 3 / 30 min estimated visit

The city and enslavement
Built in 1811 for the landing of enslaved Africans, the
quay officially closed in 1831 when trafficking was
prohibited by law. Slavery itself did not end. In 1843, a
new layer welcomed Empress Teresa Cristina as the
Empress’s Wharf. The overlapping stones reveal how
a celebration of monarchy physically covered the
violence of trafficking, leaving distinct histories within
one place.

What to look for

- Paving of the original 1811 quay
- Layers of the later Empress’s Wharf

How to visit

Open air archaeological site. View from the public area,
preferably in daylight; do not touch or enter the remains.
Check for works and local restrictions.

Access and practical advice

Outdoor space with potentially uneven surfaces. Treat
map locations as approximate guidance.

Please note

World Heritage since 2017. This is an archaeological
place, rather than a display gallery.

Which memories did the city cover over and later
reveal?

Sources: [13] [14] [15] / p. 16-18

CONFIRM / BOOK

Instituto de Pesquisa e Memória
Pretos Novos
Gamboa / Pequena África / 19th century / 1996

Rua Pedro Ernesto, 32

DAY 3 / 45 min estimated visit

Lives, mourning and remembrance
The memorial occupies a former burial place for
recently arrived Africans. After Valongo, this stop
restores attention to individuals and human loss.
Encountering archaeology here should prompt
reflection on dignity, violence and repair, through a
respectful visit that refuses to turn suffering into a
passing or sensational curiosity.

What to look for

- Archaeological viewing windows
- Excavated artifacts and research interpretation
- Introductory video, according to the visit arrangements

How to visit

Book and confirm directly. Published pages differ on
opening times and admission arrangements; do not
assume walk in entry. Ask about prices, free admission
and duration before finalizing your day.

Access and practical advice

A memorial with sensitive content and human remains.
Ask about accessibility and interpretation before
booking.

Please note

Older information remains online. Direct confirmation
from IPN should guide your visit.

What does it mean to visit a burial place respectfully?

Sources: [16] [17] / p. 16-18

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1548/
https://www.ccpar.rio/cais-do-valongo-e-da-imperatriz/
https://www.cjf.jus.br/publico/valongo-justica-pela-memoria-do-cais/historia.html
https://pretosnovos.com.br/visitacao/
https://riotur.rio/que_fazer/memorial-dos-pretos-novos/
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PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER

CONFIRM / BOOK

MUHCAB - Museu da História e
da Cultura Afro-Brasileira
Gamboa / Pequena África / 19th century-today

Rua Pedro Ernesto, 80

DAY 3 / 60 min estimated visit

Black agency and cultural life
The headquarters occupies a public school opened in
1877 and transformed into the José Bonifácio Cultural
Center in 1986, with a focus on Black culture.
MUHCAB extends this history across Little Africa,
taking Valongo as its starting point. Its approach
places Afro Brazilian communities at the center of
preserving and telling their own experiences of
resistance, cultural creation and affirmation.

What to look for

- Former José Bonifácio School building
- Exhibitions and activities available on the day

How to visit

The Ibram listing gives Tuesday-Sunday, 10am-5pm,
free. Confirm the program and building access before
visiting: muhcab.cultura@prefeitura.rio / +55 21
2233-7754.

Access and practical advice

Near IPN; ask the museum about accessibility, open
areas and activities.

Please note

A current list of individual objects on display has not
been confirmed.

How does a community help write its own history?

Sources: [18] [19] [20] / p. 16-18

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Pedra do Sal
Saúde / Pequena África / 19th century-today

Fim da Rua Argemiro Bulcão, perto do Largo da Prainha

DAY 3 / 30 min estimated visit

Black networks and samba
The name recalls salt unloaded at the old port through
the labor of enslaved Africans. In the second half of the
nineteenth century, dockworkers gathered here to sing
and dance. Pedra do Sal became an important place in
samba’s formation and Black cultural networks. Its
steps connect port labor, social life, religion and
celebration: history also made outside palaces.

What to look for

- Rock surface and carved steps
- Surroundings of Largo da Prainha

How to visit

Visit outdoors in daylight. Samba gatherings follow
specific programs and are not guaranteed every day.
Check the schedule and plan your return journey.

Access and practical advice

Steps and rock surfaces may restrict mobility; the
setting can be observed without climbing.

Please note

A living neighborhood: respect residents, activities and
circulation.

Who sustains the culture that becomes a national
symbol?

Sources: [21] [22] / p. 16-18

https://visite.museus.gov.br/instituicoes/museu-da-historia-e-da-cultura-afro-brasileira/
https://mapa.secti.rj.gov.br/instituicao/museusbr-81870
https://www.rio.rj.gov.br/web/muhcab/mapa-interno
https://www.ccpar.rio/pedra-do-sal/
https://inrc.iphan.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/tainacan-items/26488/454252/Terreiros-de-candomble-e-umbanda-do-Rio-de-Janeiro_arq_Ficha-Pedra-do-Sal.pdf


RIO EM CAMADAS ENGLISH

PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER 11 / 18

PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Museu de Arte do Rio (MAR)
Praça Mauá / 20th-21st centuries

Praça Mauá, 5

DAY 3 / 90 min estimated visit

Art and a changing city
End your exploration of the port by considering how a
city narrates its own transformation. Art, architecture
and landscape can make some experiences visible
while leaving others outside the frame. Compare the
memories encountered in the streets with exhibition
choices, without expecting one final or definitive
account of the past.

What to look for

- Museum architectural complex
- Views of the port area
- Current temporary exhibitions

How to visit

Closed Wednesdays. Galleries 11am-6pm; ticket office
10:30am-5pm. The official page lists R$20 full/R$10
reduced, with free admission policies. Check current
conditions and programming.

Access and practical advice

Combine with Praça Mauá; ask about lifts and access
conditions on the day.

Please note

No particular artwork is guaranteed: exhibitions are
temporary.

Who appears in the portrait of a changing city?

Sources: [23] [24] / p. 16-18

TEMPORARILY CLOSED

Museu Histórico Nacional
Centro / Before 1500-21st century

Praça Marechal Âncora, s/n

EXTENSION / CONFIRM FIRST / 120 min estimated visit

A broad view of Brazil
A national collection is not a neutral mirror of the past:
objects acquire meaning through selection and
arrangement. MHN provides a reference for
connecting very different periods. While its galleries
are closed, use the digital collection to compare
themes across this route and consider how each object
can support several questions.

What to look for

- Digital collection and virtual exhibitions
- Documented historic displays on Indigenous histories
and transport, without guaranteed physical access

How to visit

Temporarily closed for electrical system renovation,
according to the official sources consulted. Do not
include an indoor visit in your confirmed itinerary. Check
for a reopening announcement before traveling.

Access and practical advice

Use as a digital companion during the works. Its
address is a historical reference, without a promise of
entry.

Please note

An object held in the collection is not necessarily on
display.

How does selecting objects change the story a museum
tells?

Sources: [28] [29] [30] / p. 16-18

https://museudeartedorio.org.br/fala-conosco/duvidas-frequentes/
https://museudeartedorio.org.br/programacao/conheca-o-mar/
https://museuhistoriconacional.museus.gov.br/
https://visite.museus.gov.br/instituicoes/museu-historico-nacional/
https://mhn.acervos.museus.gov.br/
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PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER

CONFIRM / BOOK

Arquivo Nacional
Praça da República / 1964-1988

Praça da República, 173, Centro

EXTENSION / CONFIRM FIRST / 60 min estimated visit

Dictatorship, resistance and the return to
democracy
The final chapter also has a digital route. Memórias
Reveladas brings together records of political
repression and resistance during the 1964-1985
dictatorship. Compare the AI-5 emergency decree with
the 1988 Constitution, a landmark in Brazil’s return to
democracy, promulgated in Brasília.

What to look for

- The listed architectural complex, on a confirmed
cultural visit
- Exhibitions only as listed in the current programme
- On your phone: Memórias Reveladas and the AI-5:
Nunca Mais page

How to visit

Free cultural visits require confirmation. The official
page lists Monday-Friday, 10am or 2pm, for groups of
5-20; request at least 10 days ahead at
visitas@an.gov.br. Individual visitors should enquire
before travelling or use the digital resources.

Access and practical advice

Central metro station, Praça da República exit. Confirm
accessibility and indoor access when booking.

Please note

Physical display of the original AI-5 or other documents
is not guaranteed: archival custody does not mean
public exhibition. If your visit is not confirmed, the official
links let you complete this chapter without travelling to
the building.

Who created each document, for what purpose, and
whose voices did it fail to record?

Sources: [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] / p. 16-18

CONFIRM / BOOK

Museu Nacional / Quinta da Boa
Vista
São Cristóvão / 1818-today

Quinta da Boa Vista

EXTENSION / CONFIRM FIRST / 60 min estimated visit

Science, Empire and rebuilding
The relationship between palace, science and society
raises questions about who produces knowledge and
how it is preserved. Reconstruction after the 2018 fire
is itself part of this history. Read the place as an
ongoing process: preservation means more than
restoring walls; it also concerns collections,
relationships and public responsibilities.

What to look for

- Palace exterior in Quinta da Boa Vista
- Activities and interiors only with institutional
confirmation

How to visit

The institution is being rebuilt. The temporary season
found during research was scheduled to end on October
25, 2026. Full gallery access and current exhibitions are
unconfirmed; consult the project before planning entry.

Access and practical advice

Allow a separate journey to São Cristóvão. Confirm
accessibility and conditions in any areas open to
visitors.

Please note

Do not expect famous objects, indoor rooms or full
reopening without confirmation.

What needs rebuilding beyond the walls of a museum?

Sources: [36] [37] / p. 16-18

https://www.gov.br/arquivonacional/pt-br/servicos/visitas/culturais
https://www.gov.br/arquivonacional/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao/institucional/an_localizacao
https://www.gov.br/memoriasreveladas/pt-br/faca-uma-pesquisa-em-nossa-base-de-dados
https://www.gov.br/memoriasreveladas/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/destaques/ai-5-nunca-mais/
https://www.camara.leg.br/internet/agencia/infograficos-html5/constituinte/
https://museunacionalvive.org.br/sucesso-de-publico-temporada-de-exposicoes-no-museu-nacional-e-prorrogada-ate-25-de-outubro/
https://museunacionalvive.org.br/linha-do-tempo/
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PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER

PARTIAL ACCESS

Museu Nacional dos Povos
Indígenas
Botafogo / Indigenous peoples: past and present

Rua das Palmeiras, 55

EXTENSION / CONFIRM FIRST / 45 min estimated visit

Indigenous presence
Indigenous peoples do not belong only to a chapter
before colonization. Include their perspectives
throughout the route: land, language, rights and the
production of knowledge all extend into the present.
This optional stop invites you to seek activities led by
Indigenous voices and ask who has authority to
represent a culture.

What to look for

- Gardens, subject to confirmed access
- Previously announced public activities

How to visit

Only gardens have reopened; the main house remains
under renovation according to the official page.
Published service hours: weekdays, 9am-5pm. Confirm
areas and programming:
atividades@museudoindio.gov.br / +55 21 2536-4016.

Access and practical advice

Confirm mobility arrangements directly.

Please note

Gardens only; principal collection access is not
guaranteed.

Who speaks about Indigenous peoples, and who
speaks from their own experience?

Sources: [38] / p. 16-18

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Museu do Pontal
Barra da Tijuca / 20th-21st centuries

Avenida Célia Ribeiro da Silva Mendes, s/n, ao lado do
Alphaville

EXTENSION / CONFIRM FIRST / 120 min estimated visit

Everyday Brazil
Popular art broadens the view to work, celebrations,
migration and regional experience. Ask how everyday
life enters national history and who is recognized as an
artist. The visit can counterbalance the palaces: here
the central conversation concerns the many ways
people live, work, celebrate and imagine Brazil.

What to look for

- Sculptures and other works by popular artists
- Festas, Sambas e Outros Carnavais, according to
programming
- Works by artists highlighted by the museum, without a
guaranteed individual piece

How to visit

Thursday-Sunday, 10am-6pm; exhibition admission
until 5:30pm. Free entry; the suggested R$20
contribution is optional. Booking recommended. Allow
half a day including travel to Barra.

Access and practical advice

The museum lists a lift, accessible toilet and limited
parking. Use the current Barra location, not the former
Recreio address.

Please note

A separate extension, beyond walking distance of the
city center route.

Who gets recognized as an artist in Brazil’s history?

Sources: [39] [40] / p. 16-18

https://www.gov.br/museudoindio/pt-br/assuntos/visitacao
https://museudopontal.org.br/visite/
https://museudopontal.org.br/exposicao/festas-sambas-e-outros-carnavais/
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PLACES / LOOKING CLOSER

CONFIRM / BOOK

Museu Nacional de Belas Artes
(MNBA)
Cinelândia / 1500 representado no século XIX

Avenida Rio Branco, 199

EXTENSION / CONFIRM FIRST / 60 min estimated visit

Paintings that shaped a nation
Victor Meirelles painted First Mass in Brazil in 1861,
more than three centuries after the 1500 event it
depicts. Like Battle of Guararapes and Battle of Avaí, it
interprets the past through art rather than recording an
eyewitness experience. These images show how the
nineteenth century selected heroes, settings and
hierarchies to tell the story of a nation.

What to look for

- First Mass in Brazil, Victor Meirelles: confirm access
- Battle of Guararapes, Victor Meirelles: confirm display
- Battle of Avaí, Pedro Américo: confirm access

How to visit

A November 9, 2026 news report announces free
Wednesday tours, 2-3pm, from November 11;
registration on site, limited places. Confirm first.

Access and practical advice

Near Biblioteca Nacional. Official WhatsApp: +55 21
99169-1058; ask about accessibility and which gallery
will be open.

Please note

Reopening reported in the press; this does not mean
the whole museum is open.

Who becomes a protagonist, and who remains at the
edges of these paintings?

Sources: [41] [42] [43] / p. 16-18

PUBLISHED VISITING HOURS

Museu Histórico do Exército e
Forte de Copacabana
Copacabana / 1914-1922

Praça Coronel Eugênio Franco, 1, Posto Seis

EXTENSION / CONFIRM FIRST / 90 min estimated visit

Republic, defense and revolt
Opened in 1914 to defend the capital, the fort became
the setting for the 1922 revolt known as the Eighteen
of the Fort. Its military architecture connects external
defense with internal political conflict. The museum
presents history from the Army’s institutional
perspective; compare that account with Catete and
with the experiences of citizens encountered
elsewhere on this route.

What to look for

- Krupp guns and armored turrets
- Casemate fortification

How to visit

Ibram lists Tuesday-Sunday and holidays, 10am-7pm;
R$10 full/R$5 reduced, cash payment. Confirm current
prices, free admission and rules.

Access and practical advice

A separate extension in Copacabana. Ask about
accessible routes and open areas; no visitor parking.

Please note

The displays reflect an institutional military perspective.

How can a defensive fort also become a setting for
political struggle?

Sources: [44] / p. 16-18

https://www.gov.br/museus/pt-br/museus-ibram/mnba
https://diariodorio.com/cultura/patrimonio/2026/11/09/museu-de-belas-artes-no-centro-reabre-galeria-apos-seis-anos-com-obras-rarissimas-de-victor-meirelles-e-pedro-americo.html
https://www2.camara.leg.br/a-camara/visiteacamara/cultura-na-camara/copy_of_museu/exposicoes-2012/retratos-da-brasilidade-primeira-missa-no-brasil
https://visite.museus.gov.br/instituicoes/museu-historico-do-exercito-e-forte-de-copacabana-2/
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BEFORE YOU GO

A good visit starts with a plan.
Information checked on 10 November 2026. The institution’s daily calendar and notices take priority.

01 Book the stops that need a reservation
The National Library and Ilha Fiscal have fixed slots; confirm IPN ahead of time. Educational visits at
CCJF and the National Archives have separate rules. General admission to Real Gabinete does not
include a guided tour.

02 Check restoration notices before leaving
MHN is closed; the Republic Museum has partial access; the National Museum is under reconstruction;
MNPI has gardens open and the main building under restoration. Famous collection objects are not
guaranteed to be visible.

03 Plan transport and access
Walk through the center in daylight and stay aware of your surroundings. Use the metro between
Cinelândia and Catete. Uneven paving, stones and stairs may affect access. Ask institutions about your
requirements.

04 Bring water, time and respect
Allow for lunch, sun protection and breaks. IPN contains human remains and the memory of historical
violence. Respect photography rules and local communities. Prepare children for the visit.

05 Allow separate time for extensions
Pontal, in Barra, needs half a day including travel. Botafogo and São Cristóvão are separate detours.
Petrópolis is another city: its Imperial Museum is outside this Rio city route.

An independent editorial project, unaffiliated with the museums, with no ticket sales. The route, durations and historical
connections are an editorial synthesis of the sources below. This is neither an inventory of every museum nor a complete
history of Brazil. Hours, prices and accessibility may change. Missing information does not confirm access; check with each
institution.

Online edition and updates

https://rio-em-camadas.secretairy.chatgpt.site/

https://rio-em-camadas.secretairy.chatgpt.site/
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SOURCES TO CHECK / 01

Research and transparency
The full references below correspond to the numbers in each profile. URLs and information may change. They do
not guarantee opening or access on your visit date.

[01] Biblioteca Nacional / Agendamento oficial
https://www.gov.br/pt-br/servicos/agendamento-de-visitas-orientadas-padronizadas-ou-tecnicas-conforme-especificidades-do-solicitante-e-condic
oes-de-atendimento

[02] Biblioteca Nacional / Biblioteca Nacional
https://www.gov.br/bn/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao-2/acoes-e-programas/atividades-da-bn/visita-orientada

[03] Biblioteca Nacional / BN: histórico institucional
https://www.gov.br/bn/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao-2/auditorias/demais-documentos/CCDeTTDD_versao_FINAL_FBNv2Copia.pdf

[04] Museu da República / Palácio do Catete / Aviso de acesso parcial
https://museudarepublica.museus.gov.br/novo-site-do-museu-da-republica/

[05] Museu da República / Palácio do Catete / Museu: história do palácio
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/museudarepublica

[06] Museu da República / Palácio do Catete / Museu: governos de Vargas
https://museudarepublica.museus.gov.br/exposicoes/dedicatorias/paginas/expoPalacio.htm

[07] Real Gabinete Português de Leitura / Visitação
https://www.realgabinete.com.br/Visite-o-RGPL

[08] Real Gabinete Português de Leitura / Aviso de visitas guiadas
https://www.realgabinete.com.br/Agenda/visita-guiada

[09] Real Gabinete Português de Leitura / RGPL: roteiro histórico
https://www.realgabinete.com.br/Visite-o-RGPL/Roteiro-de-Visita

[10] Paço Imperial / Iphan: visita e história
https://www.gov.br/iphan/pt-br/unidades-especiais/centro-cultural-paco-imperial

[11] Paço Imperial / Visite o Paço
https://amigosdopacoimperial.org.br/visite-o-paco-imperial/

[12] Ilha Fiscal / Marinha: visita atualizada
https://www.marinha.mil.br/dphdm/ilha-fiscal

[13] Cais do Valongo / UNESCO
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1548/

[14] Cais do Valongo / CCPAR: cais históricos
https://www.ccpar.rio/cais-do-valongo-e-da-imperatriz/

[15] Cais do Valongo / Justiça Federal: história do cais
https://www.cjf.jus.br/publico/valongo-justica-pela-memoria-do-cais/historia.html

https://www.gov.br/pt-br/servicos/agendamento-de-visitas-orientadas-padronizadas-ou-tecnicas-conforme-especificidades-do-solicitante-e-condicoes-de-atendimento
https://www.gov.br/pt-br/servicos/agendamento-de-visitas-orientadas-padronizadas-ou-tecnicas-conforme-especificidades-do-solicitante-e-condicoes-de-atendimento
https://www.gov.br/bn/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao-2/acoes-e-programas/atividades-da-bn/visita-orientada
https://www.gov.br/bn/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao-2/auditorias/demais-documentos/CCDeTTDD_versao_FINAL_FBNv2Copia.pdf
https://museudarepublica.museus.gov.br/novo-site-do-museu-da-republica/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/museudarepublica
https://museudarepublica.museus.gov.br/exposicoes/dedicatorias/paginas/expoPalacio.htm
https://www.realgabinete.com.br/Visite-o-RGPL
https://www.realgabinete.com.br/Agenda/visita-guiada
https://www.realgabinete.com.br/Visite-o-RGPL/Roteiro-de-Visita
https://www.gov.br/iphan/pt-br/unidades-especiais/centro-cultural-paco-imperial
https://amigosdopacoimperial.org.br/visite-o-paco-imperial/
https://www.marinha.mil.br/dphdm/ilha-fiscal
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1548/
https://www.ccpar.rio/cais-do-valongo-e-da-imperatriz/
https://www.cjf.jus.br/publico/valongo-justica-pela-memoria-do-cais/historia.html
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SOURCES TO CHECK / 02

Research and transparency
Research checked on 10 November 2026

[16] Instituto de Pesquisa e Memória Pretos Novos / IPN: visitação
https://pretosnovos.com.br/visitacao/

[17] Instituto de Pesquisa e Memória Pretos Novos / Riotur: memorial
https://riotur.rio/que_fazer/memorial-dos-pretos-novos/

[18] MUHCAB - Museu da História e da Cultura Afro-Brasileira / Ibram: visitação
https://visite.museus.gov.br/instituicoes/museu-da-historia-e-da-cultura-afro-brasileira/

[19] MUHCAB - Museu da História e da Cultura Afro-Brasileira / Cadastro estadual de 2026
https://mapa.secti.rj.gov.br/instituicao/museusbr-81870

[20] MUHCAB - Museu da História e da Cultura Afro-Brasileira / Museu: histórico da sede
https://www.rio.rj.gov.br/web/muhcab/mapa-interno

[21] Pedra do Sal / CCPAR: Pedra do Sal
https://www.ccpar.rio/pedra-do-sal/

[22] Pedra do Sal / Iphan: ficha do lugar
https://inrc.iphan.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/tainacan-items/26488/454252/Terreiros-de-candomble-e-umbanda-do-Rio-de-Janeiro_arq_Ficha-Pe
dra-do-Sal.pdf

[23] Museu de Arte do Rio (MAR) / MAR: dúvidas frequentes
https://museudeartedorio.org.br/fala-conosco/duvidas-frequentes/

[24] Museu de Arte do Rio (MAR) / Conheça o MAR
https://museudeartedorio.org.br/programacao/conheca-o-mar/

[25] Centro Cultural Justiça Federal / CCJF · Educativo e reservas
https://ccjf.trf2.jus.br/visitas/educativo

[26] Centro Cultural Justiça Federal / CCJF · Funcionamento e acessibilidade
https://ccjf.trf2.jus.br/visitas/faqs

[27] Centro Cultural Justiça Federal / CCJF · Avisos atuais
https://ccjf.trf2.jus.br/

[28] Museu Histórico Nacional / Aviso de fechamento
https://museuhistoriconacional.museus.gov.br/

[29] Museu Histórico Nacional / Cadastro Ibram
https://visite.museus.gov.br/instituicoes/museu-historico-nacional/

[30] Museu Histórico Nacional / Acervo digital
https://mhn.acervos.museus.gov.br/

https://pretosnovos.com.br/visitacao/
https://riotur.rio/que_fazer/memorial-dos-pretos-novos/
https://visite.museus.gov.br/instituicoes/museu-da-historia-e-da-cultura-afro-brasileira/
https://mapa.secti.rj.gov.br/instituicao/museusbr-81870
https://www.rio.rj.gov.br/web/muhcab/mapa-interno
https://www.ccpar.rio/pedra-do-sal/
https://inrc.iphan.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/tainacan-items/26488/454252/Terreiros-de-candomble-e-umbanda-do-Rio-de-Janeiro_arq_Ficha-Pedra-do-Sal.pdf
https://inrc.iphan.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/tainacan-items/26488/454252/Terreiros-de-candomble-e-umbanda-do-Rio-de-Janeiro_arq_Ficha-Pedra-do-Sal.pdf
https://museudeartedorio.org.br/fala-conosco/duvidas-frequentes/
https://museudeartedorio.org.br/programacao/conheca-o-mar/
https://ccjf.trf2.jus.br/visitas/educativo
https://ccjf.trf2.jus.br/visitas/faqs
https://ccjf.trf2.jus.br/
https://museuhistoriconacional.museus.gov.br/
https://visite.museus.gov.br/instituicoes/museu-historico-nacional/
https://mhn.acervos.museus.gov.br/
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SOURCES TO CHECK / 03

Research and transparency
Research checked on 10 November 2026

[31] Arquivo Nacional / Arquivo Nacional · Visitas culturais
https://www.gov.br/arquivonacional/pt-br/servicos/visitas/culturais

[32] Arquivo Nacional / Arquivo Nacional · Endereço
https://www.gov.br/arquivonacional/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao/institucional/an_localizacao

[33] Arquivo Nacional / Memórias Reveladas · Acervo digital
https://www.gov.br/memoriasreveladas/pt-br/faca-uma-pesquisa-em-nossa-base-de-dados

[34] Arquivo Nacional / Memórias Reveladas · AI-5: Nunca Mais
https://www.gov.br/memoriasreveladas/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/destaques/ai-5-nunca-mais/

[35] Arquivo Nacional / Câmara · Constituição de 1988
https://www.camara.leg.br/internet/agencia/infograficos-html5/constituinte/

[36] Museu Nacional / Quinta da Boa Vista / Museu Nacional Vive: temporada 2026
https://museunacionalvive.org.br/sucesso-de-publico-temporada-de-exposicoes-no-museu-nacional-e-prorrogada-ate-25-de-outubro/

[37] Museu Nacional / Quinta da Boa Vista / Museu Nacional Vive: reconstrução
https://museunacionalvive.org.br/linha-do-tempo/

[38] Museu Nacional dos Povos Indígenas / Visitação oficial
https://www.gov.br/museudoindio/pt-br/assuntos/visitacao

[39] Museu do Pontal / Pontal: visita
https://museudopontal.org.br/visite/

[40] Museu do Pontal / Festas, Sambas e Outros Carnavais
https://museudopontal.org.br/exposicao/festas-sambas-e-outros-carnavais/

[41] Museu Nacional de Belas Artes (MNBA) / MNBA: canal oficial e atendimento
https://www.gov.br/museus/pt-br/museus-ibram/mnba

[42] Museu Nacional de Belas Artes (MNBA) / Diário do Rio: anúncio de 09/11/2026
https://diariodorio.com/cultura/patrimonio/2026/11/09/museu-de-belas-artes-no-centro-reabre-galeria-apos-seis-anos-com-obras-rarissimas-de-vi
ctor-meirelles-e-pedro-americo.html

[43] Museu Nacional de Belas Artes (MNBA) / Câmara: contexto de Primeira Missa
https://www2.camara.leg.br/a-camara/visiteacamara/cultura-na-camara/copy_of_museu/exposicoes-2012/retratos-da-brasilidade-primeira-missa-
no-brasil

[44] Museu Histórico do Exército e Forte de Copacabana / Ibram: história e visitação
https://visite.museus.gov.br/instituicoes/museu-historico-do-exercito-e-forte-de-copacabana-2/

Image: Debret, Voyage pittoresque et historique au Brésil, 1835. Reproduction from Biblioteca Brasiliana Guita e José Mindlin, USP.
Public-domain artwork. The print also reflects a nineteenth-century European artist’s perspective and invites critical reading.

Historical understanding continues to develop. Use the sources to compare perspectives and listen to other voices.

https://www.gov.br/arquivonacional/pt-br/servicos/visitas/culturais
https://www.gov.br/arquivonacional/pt-br/acesso-a-informacao/institucional/an_localizacao
https://www.gov.br/memoriasreveladas/pt-br/faca-uma-pesquisa-em-nossa-base-de-dados
https://www.gov.br/memoriasreveladas/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/destaques/ai-5-nunca-mais/
https://www.camara.leg.br/internet/agencia/infograficos-html5/constituinte/
https://museunacionalvive.org.br/sucesso-de-publico-temporada-de-exposicoes-no-museu-nacional-e-prorrogada-ate-25-de-outubro/
https://museunacionalvive.org.br/linha-do-tempo/
https://www.gov.br/museudoindio/pt-br/assuntos/visitacao
https://museudopontal.org.br/visite/
https://museudopontal.org.br/exposicao/festas-sambas-e-outros-carnavais/
https://www.gov.br/museus/pt-br/museus-ibram/mnba
https://diariodorio.com/cultura/patrimonio/2026/11/09/museu-de-belas-artes-no-centro-reabre-galeria-apos-seis-anos-com-obras-rarissimas-de-victor-meirelles-e-pedro-americo.html
https://diariodorio.com/cultura/patrimonio/2026/11/09/museu-de-belas-artes-no-centro-reabre-galeria-apos-seis-anos-com-obras-rarissimas-de-victor-meirelles-e-pedro-americo.html
https://www2.camara.leg.br/a-camara/visiteacamara/cultura-na-camara/copy_of_museu/exposicoes-2012/retratos-da-brasilidade-primeira-missa-no-brasil
https://www2.camara.leg.br/a-camara/visiteacamara/cultura-na-camara/copy_of_museu/exposicoes-2012/retratos-da-brasilidade-primeira-missa-no-brasil
https://visite.museus.gov.br/instituicoes/museu-historico-do-exercito-e-forte-de-copacabana-2/
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